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of violets, pansies, buttercups or such simple flowers mingled 
with water lines of gold. 

In this part of the country after the sea has tempted so many 
thitherwards, during the hot weather, it is not surprising to find 
that the oyster, mussel and scollop are among the new decora- 
tive forms. Oyster shells overlapping one another and among 
the new designs for doylies. They are worked in white wash 
silk on linen in short and long stitch, and are outlined with gold. 
The shell-like markings are rjndered in satin stitch. The 
scollop shell gives shape to doylies and the radiating lines are 
given in Kensington stitch with shell tinted silks. 



CHRISTMAS SOUVENIRS AND NAME CARDS. 



By Cabbie Mat Ashtoit. 



THE successful hostess always plans something novel and 
unique for her guests but is it no easy task to ' devise 
these surprises in the way of souvenirs and name cards. 

Some of the most exquisite ones are fashioned of bolting 
cloth or silk mull laid over lengths of pale pink, blue, violet 
and green ribbon of a good width. Appropriate quotations in 
illuminated letters are inscribed on these cards. > " Should auld 
acquaintance be forgot." " Our true content is all for your de- 
light," "Eat, Drink and be Merry," "Eat and Drink as Friends" 
and "Happy they who take the middle course," are a few lines 
of the many quotations that are suitable to any occasion. 

Other equally dainty cards are of heavy white or cream 
paper; sometimes three or feur leaves are fastened together with 
a little bow of ribbon. A spray of holly, mistletoe, bitter-sweet 
berries, or a little snow scene is done in water colors on the 
cover is especially suitable for the Christmas tide. Below are 
given a variety of quotations appropriate for these dainty holi- 
day souvenirs. 

" Christmas is coming, and what will it bring ? 

Many a pleasant and gladdening thing ; 
Meetings and greetings, and innocent mirth : 

All that is brightest and best on the earth." 

" Snre Christmas is a happy time 

In spite of wintry weather, 
For laugh and song, and jest go round 

When dear friends meet together ; 
And hearts are warm, and eyes beam bright 

In the ruddy glow of Christmas night. " 

Ma; piety with wishes placed above 

And steady loyalty and. faithful love, 
Be thy blessings this Christmas tide. 

" Again at Christmas did we weave 

The holly round the Christmas hearth, 
The silent snow possessed the earth ; 

And calmly fell on Christmas eve." 

" As Christmas offerings meet your eyes, 
Still closer be sweet friendship's ties." 

" True love shall live thro' sorrows wintry storms, 
And bloom afresh on this glad Christmas morn." 

" Joy and plenty in the cottage, 

Peace and feasting in the hall ; 
And the voices of the children, 

Sing out clear above it all ; - 
A merry Christmas." 

" May health and joy, and peace be thine 

Upon this Christmas day, 
And happy faces round thee shine 

As plenteous as the flowers in May." 

" Hark, the pearly air is trembling, 

Liquid music floats along , 
Angels in sweet joy assembling, 

Thrill the skies with heavenly song. 
' Peace on Earth ' is their refrain; 

0, be it yours this peace to gain." 

Christmas comes, let every heart 

In Christmas customs bear its part : 
The ' old ' be ' young ' the sad be gay, 

And smiles chase every care away." 

" Again the festive season's here, 

With all that can delight and cheer ; 
O, may you nothing lack each day, 

But find fresh blessings strewn your way." 



" joyous be your Christmas tide. 

And bright your New Tear, too ; 
To you may lover ne'er be denied, 

May all your friends be true." 

Now Christmas comes with hearty cheer. 

May kindly thoughts go round, 
And bring to you a glad New Tear, 
With peace and plenty crowned." 

" Upon a gayer, happier scene, 

Never did holly berries peer. 
Or ivy throw its trailing green, 

On brighter forms than there are here, 
Nor Christmas in his old arm chair 

Smile upon lips and brows more fare 
Then let us sing amid our cheer, 

Old Christmas still comes onces a year." 



ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 



ELLEN J. MILLER. " Can you give me some instructions in reference to 
ebonizing wood ? Following suggestions from 'The Home Workshop,' 
I have made a cabinet, the foundation of which was a dry-goods box. 
And having succeeded, so entirely to my satisfaction, in constructing this 
cabinet, were not the expense more than I can afford, I should adopt a hint 
thrown out by you, to cover the cabinet with plush, inside and outside, and 
finish it with brass-headed nails. But this seeming out of the question with 
me, the next best finish I can think of for my cabinet, is to ebonize it; and you 
will greatly increase my obligation if you will let me know how ebonizing is 
done." 

The best ebonizing preparation that can be used, or that 
which most mearly resembles the real ebony in fact, is lamp-black 
secured from the smoke of kerosene. To secure this black, all 
you have to do is to turn up the wick of a kerosine lamp 
sufficiently high to produce a dense smoke. By this means, in a 
few moments, the chimney of the lamp will be coated with a 
very fine, smooth, oily soot. Let it accumulate until it hangs 
thickly on the glass, then you will extinguish the blaze, and 
suffer the glass to cool. The soot can then be scraped on a flan- 
nel cloth; the operation repeated a number of times, you will 
gather enough soot for your purpose. Apply the soot with a 
flannel cloth, and repeat the operation, rubbing the soot in 
thoroughly, until your wood is of a fine, smoth black; the most 
perfect imitation of ebony that can be affected. It must not be 
varnished. Should you hesitate about undertaking to ebonize 
your cabinet in this manner, because of blacking your hands 
more than you would like, you can procure from any store in 
which artists' materials are sold, an ebonizing preparation, 
which is applied with a brush. But in the use of any prepara- 
tion for ebonizing, we are advised that it should be well rubbed 
in with a piece of flannel, and that the furniture treated should 
not be varnished. Ebony has a dull lustre, and in all imitations 
of this beautiful wood, a glistening surface must be avoided. 

F. G. L. "I venture to ask a question regarding table-linen. Have you 
anything new to suggest in reference to centerpieces, sidepieces, scarfs, doylies, 
or other fanciful table furnishing in linen ? I am a young housekeeper, and 
fake special pride in my table, and believing that neat and tasteful appoint- 
ments conduce to the enjoyment of the viands, I have determined that, as far 
as my own industry will avail, my table shall be lacking in nothing which might 
add to the tastefulness of arrangement, or which might please the eyes of my 
husband or guests. If you can assist me with a few suggestions, I shall be 
grateful." 

There is nothing indeed which adds more to gustatory 
pleasures than a neat and tasteful service ; and now that fancy 
enters so decidedly into the laying of a table, we do not wonder 
that we are frequently appealed to by our correspondents in 
reference to the dainty fancies which have appeared recently in 
table-linen. The most novel linen service which has lately come 
under our notice, consists of a circular piece for the center of 
the table, with four small circular pieces for conserve dishes, 
and a dozen finger-bowl doylies to match. Plain linen damask, 
or satteen, was used for the set, and the decoration was a gar- 
land border of clover leaves, done in darning with clover-pink 
silk, outlined with a white cord couched on in buttonhole stitch, 
with green silk. The darning was carefully and closely done, 
the leaves so filled in as, at a glance, to give the effect of a 
pink surface, and the entire effect was pleasing ; but as green 
is now very fashionable in embroidery, and as a liberty was 
taken with the suggestions of nature, in the conventional use of 
pink in leaves, our correspondent will be sure of something more 
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